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ERA joins airline community in speaking out
against new ATM performance targets
•
•

The member states of the European Union (EU) have this week voted on and accepted new Air
Traffic Management (ATM) performance targets.
The targets set are at a lower level of ambition than they have been for nearly a decade and the
airline community* has joined forces to challenge this.

With the European ATM system already creaking from a lack of capacity, growing delays, increased
emissions and excessive costs, the airline community has voiced its outrage that the misery of increasing
delays for passengers will continue for the next five years.
In 2018, delays amounted to more than 19 million minutes, 105 per cent more than in 2017, and the
average en route delay per flight was 1.73 minutes, more than three times the target. The agreed proposal
for 2020–24 therefore fails to address that the much needed capacity, already paid for by airlines, has
simply not been delivered by Air Navigation Service Providers (ANSPs) and that this will further burden
airlines and passengers with rising costs, delays and increased emissions.
Further to this, the European Commission (EC) recently commissioned an academic study on
benchmarking of ANSPs. This study conservatively estimated EU-wide cost inefficiencies in the range of
25 per cent to 30 per cent. Despite this, the EC has not followed its own academic recommendations to
address this cost inefficiency and has agreed to even weaker targets.
Montserrat Barriga, Director General, ERA, says: “Not only will the new ATM performance targets not
incentivise Air Navigation Service Providers to improve their performance and provide Europe with the
airspace network it so desperately needs, it will reward those that perform poorly, and in the process
frustrate those that have delivered. As a result, it is important for ERA to stand alongside the airline
community and highlight the evident and urgent need to set ambitious and sustainable performance
targets.”
For more information, please contact Becky Taylor, Editor Corporate Communications, on +44 (0)1276
485582, +44 (0)7713 984792 or by email at becky.taylor@eraa.org.

* Airlines for Europe (A4E), Airlines International Representation in Europe (AIRE), European Business Aviation
Association (EBAA), European Regions Airline Association (ERA) and International Air Transport Association
(IATA).

Founded in 1980, ERA is a non-profit trade association representing 50 airlines and 144 companies involved in European air
transport and is the only association representing the entire spectrum of companies involved in European aviation. The
association promotes the interests of European airlines by lobbying the European Commission and other European regulatory
bodies on policy matters, promoting the social and economic importance of air transport and its environmental commitments.
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